
WednesdayPAGE B10
THE STATE JOURNAL    
NOVEMBER 4 , 2009

Tackling a challenging part
Adam Arkin relishes new role on FX’s ‘Sons of Anarchy’

50 YEARS AGO
There were prizes for best 

costumes at the Halloween 
party given by Bellepoint 
School. The winners were 
Gerald Hedges, Isabelle Rog-
ers, Michael Barnes, Kenneth 
Snelling, Sarah Pullen, Dev-
vie Gaines, Larry Grimes, 
Patti Sue Harrod, Carlton 
Bickers, Debby Wainscott, 
Danny Callihan, Viola Rog-
ers, Danny Luttrell, Wendy 
Gilpin, Caroline Ockerman, 
Douglas Stoops, Marlene 
Green and Larry Cardwell.

25 YEARS AGO
The following members 

were recognized for merito-
rious service during a pot-
luck dinner held by Disabled 
American Veterans Auxilia-
ry, Tom King Chapter, Unit 
34: Louise Calvert, Sharon 
Grubbs, Mary Hawkins, Mil-
dred Hudnall, Louise Olds, 
Debbie Seavers and Lucy 
Young. The DAVA was a non-
profit organization dedicated 
to the service of disabled vet-
erans and their dependents. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Mallory Belle Matte
Nov. 4, 2004
Mallory Matte, the daugh-

ter of Paul and Tammy Matte, 
is celebrat-
ing her 5th 
b i r t h d a y 
with a Scoo-
by Doo par-
ty. She will 
dress up 
as Daphne 
while her 
other fam-
ily members play the rest of 
the gang, including her little 
brother, Michael, who will 
be Scooby. Mallory is in Mrs. 
Lori’s class at Weekday Com-
munity Preschool.

TODAY IN HISTORY
BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Wednesday, Nov. 
4, the 308th day of 2009. 
There are 57 days left in the 
year.

One year ago, on Nov. 
4, 2008, Democrat Barack 
Obama was elected the first 
black president of the United 
States, defeating Republican 
John McCain; Democrats 
gained seats in the Senate 
and House.

In 1884, Democrat Grover 
Cleveland was elected to his 
first term as president, de-
feating Republican James G. 
Blaine.

In 1922, the entrance to 
King Tutankhamen’s tomb 
was discovered in Egypt.

In 1924, Nellie T. Ross of 
Wyoming was elected the na-
tion’s first female governor to 
serve out the remaining term 
of her late husband, William 
B. Ross.

In 1939, the United States 
modified its neutrality stance 
in World War II, allowing 
“cash and carry” purchas-
es of arms by belligerents, a 
policy favoring Britain and 
France.

In 1942, during World War 
II, Axis forces retreated from 
El Alamein in North Africa 
in a major victory for Brit-
ish forces commanded by Lt. 
Gen. Bernard Montgomery.

In 1952, Dwight D. Eisen-
hower was elected president, 
defeating Democrat Adlai 
Stevenson.

In 1979, the Iran hostage 
crisis began as militants 
stormed the United States 
Embassy in Tehran, seizing 
its occupants; for some, it 
was the start of 444 days of 
captivity.

In 1980, Ronald Reagan 
won the White House as he 
defeated President Jimmy 
Carter by a strong margin.

In 1991, Ronald Reagan 
opened his presidential li-
brary in Simi Valley, Calif., 
with a dedication attended 
by President George H.W. 
Bush and former Presidents 
Jimmy Carter, Gerald R. Ford 
and Richard Nixon — the 
first-ever gathering of five 
past and present U.S. chief 
executives.

In 1995, Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin was 
assassinated by a right-wing 
Israeli minutes after attend-
ing a festive peace rally.

ALMANAC      
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BY LYNN ELBER
AP TELEVISION WRITER

LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
When Adam Arkin signed 
on for “Sons of Anarchy,” 
he didn’t have reservations 
about his role as a slick white 
separatist or the FX drama’s 
dark heart.

But he admits to feeling 
a bit “intimidated” about 
working with fellow series 
newcomer Henry Rollins, 
actor and musician of Black 
Flag punk-rock fame.

“I’m a 50-something 
square character actor,” Ar-
kin said. “There was every 
possibility he’d have said, 
‘We’ll do our work together, 
but don’t talk to me. I don’t 
want to hear any of your 
bourgeois domestic”’ patter.

Instead, Arkin found Rol-
lins to be “incredibly warm” 
and a colleague who ap-
proached his work with dis-
cipline.

Arkin has equally kind 
words about “Sons of Anar-
chy” and the cast that wel-
comed him despite his role 
as a big troublemaker in sea-
son two. He’s careful to cor-
rect a questioner who refers 
to the law-breaking motor-
cycle gang members as the 
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Emilio Rivera, left, and Adam Arkin star in a scene from “Sons of Anarchy.” Arkin says the cast of 
the show welcomed him despite his role as a big troublemaker in season two.

drama’s heroes.
“They’re not heroes; 

they’re the protagonists,” 
said Arkin, whose wide-
ranging TV (“Northern Ex-
posure,” “Chicago Hope”) 
and film career includes the 
latest Coen brothers release, 
“A Serious Man.” He’s also 

in demand as a director and 
was interviewed by phone 
from Dallas, where he was 
working on a new sitcom.

His interpretation of 
Ethan Zoebelle, his “Sons 
of Anarchy” character, 
emerged after discussions 
with series creator Kurt Sut-

ter. Charlie Hunnam, Katey 
Sagal (Sutter’s wife) and Ron 
Perlman star in the show.

“We talked about my own 
ethnicity and the irony of 
having someone with a Jew-
ish background playing a 
white separatist, nationalist 
character,” Arkin said.

He also felt that, as 
written, Zoebelle’s formal 
manner of speech implied 
he was European-born, 
and the actor got Sutter’s 
OK to play him with a faint 
accent.

“Again, it’s an interest-
ing irony. I felt here was 
this guy espousing how 
America had to get back 
to pure values and yet 
he himself was not from 
here,” Arkin said.

The idea of tackling a 
challenging part — and 
one that goes somewhat 
against the grain of previ-
ous work — was part of the 
appeal for Arkin. Which is 
not to say Zoebelle’s views 
are appealing.

“If it (the show) was glo-
rifying white power and 
separatism... I wouldn’t 
be associated with it. But 
that’s not what the job of 
this show is, not what I’m 
trying to do,” he said, a 
hint of impatience in his 
voice.

“He’s a fascinating 
character in a compelling 
story, and that’s what is in-
teresting,” he said.
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Ramsay to 
Headline Fox’s 
‘Master Chef’
BY DENISE MARTIN
LOS ANGELES TIMES

 Fox has ordered up “Mas-
ter Chef,” a new reality show 
that will pit amateur cooks 
against one another in a bat-
tle for culinary supremacy.

Gordon Ramsay, star of 
the network’s other food-
centric hours, “Hell’s Kitch-
en” and “Kitchen Night-
mares,” will co-produce 

and headline “Master Chef,” 
based on a format that orig-
inated in the U.K. but more 
recently shattered ratings 
records in Australia.

In the Australian version, 
according to The Holly-
wood Reporter, contestants 
– home cooks, not profes-
sional chefs – audition by 
creating a dish for a panel of 
three judges to earn spots as 
semifinalists. The remain-
ing contestants compete 
each week by way of team-
based and individual cook-
ing challenges until only 
one remains.

A premiere date has not 
been set for the Fox show. 

LOS ANGELES 

Kirstie Alley 
to star in A&E 
reality series

(AP) — Kirstie Alley is go-
ing to star in a new A&E re-
ality “docu-series” about her 
life as a single mom and her 
efforts to lose weight.

The network has ordered 
10 half-hour episodes of the 
untitled series from “Ameri-
can Idol” producer Freman-
tleMedia North America. 
The show will follow the ac-
tress at home with her teen-
age children, at work and as 

she launches a new weight-
loss program.

The 58-year-old Alley, 
who starred in the sitcoms 
“Veronica’s Closet” and 
“Cheers,” appeared in the 
2005 Showtime comedy se-
ries “Fat Actress.” She played 
a version of herself coping 
with Hollywood’s fixation 
on thinness.

The A&E series is to air 
next year.

Rihanna says 
dealing with 
assault difficult

(AP) — Rihanna (ree-

AH’-nah) says dealing with 
the media attention after 
ex-boyfriend Chris Brown’s 
assault was humiliating, 
but she now hopes to speak 
for young women who are 
afraid to talk openly about 
domestic violence.

The pop star told Glam-
our magazine in an inter-
view posted online Tuesday 
that the police photo of her 
bruised face that was leaked 
to reporters added insult to 
injury.

The 21-year-old says she 
felt disappointed and tak-
en advantage of, especially 
when she heard that the two 
officers under investigation 
for the leak are women.


